72 CONSTITUTION AND GOVERNMENT

The census of 1911, with its very large but very unevenly distributed increase
of population, led to considerable changes in representation, enacted by the Repre-
sentation Act of 1914. The representation of Ountario was reduced from 86 to 82,
of Nova Scotia from 18 to 16, of New Brunswick from 13 to 11, of Prince Edward
Island from 4 to 3. On the other hand, the representation of Manitoba was raised
from 10 to 15, of Saskatchewan from 10 to 16, of Alberta from 7 to 12 and of British
Columbia from 7 to 13. The net result was an increase of 13 members in the total
membership of the House of Commons, bringing the membership to 234. However,
in the following session the amendment fo the British North America Act, already
referred to, resulted in the retention by Prince Edward Island of her fourth member
(since she had 4 senators). (See also 5 Geo. V, ¢. 19). The total membership,
therefore, of the House of Cominons in the thirteenth and fourteenth Parliaments
(elected in 1917 and 1921 respectively) was 235,

As a result of the smaller increase of population shown by the census of 1921,
the chapges in representation were less far-reaching. Mova Scotia lost 2 members
and the West gained 12, 2 of thess being added to Manitoba, 5 to Saskatchewan,
4 to Alberta and 1 to British Columbia. The representation of the remaining four
provinces was unchanged. Prince Edward Island retained its 4 members because
of the provisions of the British North America Act of 1915, to the effect that the
members of the House of Commons returned by a province shall never be fewer than
its senators. Ontario, again, retained its 82 members because under subsection 4
of section 51 of the British North America Act {quoted p. 70), the proportion which
its population bore to the aggregate population of the Dominjon had not declined by
one-twentieth. Further, by the Quebec Boundaries Exiension Act of 1912, it had
been stipulated that the population of the added area {(Ungava) should not be
included for the purpose of determining the unit of representation, so that the 1921
population of Quebec, within its 1911 boundaries, viz., 2,358,412, divided by the
fixed number of 65 seats for that province, became the new unit of representation,
36,283. Any redistribution of representation resulting from the 1931 census will not
affect the existing seventeenth Parliament.

The number of representatives of each provinee elected at each of the seventeen
general elections since Confederation is given in Table 7.

7.—Representation In the House of %;nmons as at DomiInfon General Elections,

Provines, 1867.|1872.|1874.|1878. 1882 |1857. [1801. 1896|1000 11004.|1008_ [1911.71917. |1921 .11925!

82 8% | 83| 8% | 92| 92 92 ] 92 86| 86| 86| 82| 82| 82

%ne .| 68 5 i | 65 65| 63 65 65 66 66 66| 65| 65
.| 19 23 21 21 21 21 21 20| 20| 18 18 18 16 16| 4

New Brunswick....| 15 16 16 16| 16 16 16 14 14 13 13 13 11 1| 1
Manitoba.......... - 4 4 4 5 5 ] 7 7] 10 10| 10 15 15| 17
British Columbia..| -1 6f 6] 8] &) 6| 6| 6 4 7| ) 13| ®
O ottt et et A B A L B T A N P 3 S I
Alborta. i - -1 2| -1 - } 4 41 4] 4110 { 1) 7| 12| 12| 16
Yakon.. - - - - - - - - - 1 1 i 1 1 1
Totals 1501 280 | 206 | 206 | 201 | 215 | 218 ] 253 | 213 | 314 221 | 320 | 235 | 238 | 248

1The reprosentation at the general elections of 1926 and 1930 was the satne as in 1925,

The Unit of Representation.—While the number of members of the House
of Commons has been growing fairly steadily since Confederation, the unit of repre-



